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(Beproduced from the
original Bright Times
fanzine)

Cateh a beat, catch a sound -
ecatch the Ammondtes!

The Ammonites are a six plece
band who have a sound undeniably
influenced by early Trojan rock-
steady. When they formed in March
thelr set was largely cover songs
from that period, but gradually
they began to use more and more of
their own material. Now they are
5till using three of four unorig-
inals, but it seems they too will
eventually be phased out. I, for
one, would be sorry to s T
Up" go from thelr set.
Perry do 1t better?)

I watched thelr rehearsal dow
at the dog stadium and then
ywed them down to thelr
Alhambra, supporting Eye
Golng on first is alway:
especially as it was the fir
time they'd played toge g
a month's holiday.
Ammonites were just w
Eye needed to warm e I
the latter playlng a much heavier,
rootsy type of reggae.

They came on with 'Move Ya
and although the audience t
bit of waking up the urg
'Secret Lives' soon got
twitching and you'd have
deaf to keep still to th
of :.--u'LI':rthL:“]pE Crash' .
of the set was the excel
'Dressed to Kill' - stirri and
dangerous, with the most exciting
sax playing I've heard for ages,
They finished all too soon with
'Dog Tired' Not even an encore,

The Ammonites ares Stef on voo-
als and tambourine, Nick and Mike
on rhythm guitar, Dave on drums,
Steve on saxaphone and the beautlful
Colin (Smivvy) on bass. All are
Brightonlans except Steve who comes
from Lancing. Most of them have
played in bands before - Dave and
Nick with Duncan from Second Nature
in the B.K. Band, Dave and Stef in
Red House, and Steve used to play
with Idrens.

Onstage thelr music is taken
seriously and Stef wastes little
time with small talk. Each inst-
rument comes over powerfully,

Dave's slick drumming gives the
band 1ts tightness, but it is the
sax which really completes the
sound as thelr own. Although
much of thelr music has a dist-
inctive rocksteady feel about it
and so comes over as fast, tut
light, the content of some of
thelr songs shows thelr more
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i Steve. Only three of them
k at the crowd, This is
eant as a criticism in so far
5 are prxuar;_v a dance band
and a -u-,ah:}' with their audience
not really necessary. However,
I think they could play on thelr
individual charismas with great

AT
SUCCESS.

't make much money glg-
ging at the moment (about £15 if
they support or £25 when the main-
]!.:13} performing and rehearsing
takes up much of their time, so
why do I

they do it? Is it for even-
tual fame, prestige? But they
don't really seem to mind if they
are not the next to follow the
Pirahnas on to Top of the Pops (al-
though they assured me they would,
given the cpportunity!)} Initially,
the band got together t

1

o f111 in

boring Sunday afterncons, but now
there's obviously muc ore to 1t
= something that only those who
are, or who have been in bands
can really understand. t all

seeans to have had no sdverse eff-
egts on them so far except that
Colin's eye twitches like it
navar used to do.... !

Their biggest glg so far has
been supporting the Vandells, but
when the Beat were last down they
ware unfortunate enough to
playing on the same night as the
Ammonites and no doubt noticed
the unsold tickets!

S0 if you enjoy a speedy, tight
sound that makes it impossible to
keep s5t11]l the band can be found
at the Alhambra on Saturday Novem-
ber fth, and then for the follow-
ing six Fridays.




